




warm colors, floral fabrics, and favorite 
objects carry the english country garden theme
throughout the home’s interior. through
 design touches like the pillar-supported arch
over the living room’s entrance, reck made the
house more true to the era in which it was built.
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alterations included adding an arch over the home’s front en-

trance. “Everything was done in real harmony to original detail-

ing and what would have been appropriate at the time,” Reck

says. “There were some really nice details to begin with, and we

tried to carry that on and enhance it.”

hroughout the interior, Reck incorporated architec-

tural touches such as arched entranceways, ceiling

beams and custom moldings. On the third floor, he

opened up low ceilings to brighten the interior and

introduced eyebrow windows to add interest to the

exterior. Some fanciful design elements make an appearance,

too. For example, Reck and his team engineered a “secret”

bookcase to serve as the path between the family room and the

new addition, where Levine’s husband’s office is located. Tap-

ping on the Book of Moses makes the entrance appear. “I let Ken

choose the book,” Levine says. “So Moses ‘parts’ the bookcase

and there’s Ken’s office.”

Reck faced some challenging design goals, like Levine’s wish

for a bathroom in every bedroom. “It’s a large house, but the

rooms are on a smaller scale,” Reck says. “So we had to make

space where it didn’t exist.”

T

top left: the stone pizza oven installed by famed
chef and former owner todd english still stands
in a corner of charley levine’s eat-in country
kitchen. this page: interior designer keith
 frederick designed the octagonal dining room
table, which features a mother-of-pearl inlay.
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In the midst of all this structural work, Frederick and

Levine were already making decisions about the home’s

interior design. They selected paint colors to complement

the intensely hued English gardens planned for outdoors.

Walls brandish warm, light colors such as soft, buttery yel-

lows and pale pinks, blues and greens, while dynamic pat-

terns and vivid hues are introduced in the fabrics, floor

coverings and window treatments.

Frederick’s past as a textile designer shows up in the va-

riety of patterns and colors used in fabrics, wall coverings

and window treatments. The furnishings are an eclectic

mix of antiques, new pieces and Internet finds that the de-

signer helped Levine harmonize so as to reflect her overall

theme in a unique way. “We worked a lot with color tone

so that the values didn’t jump from room to room,” Freder-

ick explains. “Every room has its own intention. There

were no lighthearted decisions made.”

The only space that strays from the English garden

theme is an all-season twig-and-birch room off the back of

the house, inspired by Twin Farms, the Levines’ favorite

getaway in Vermont. But even here, Levine says, it’s all

about creating a connection with what’s outside. “The win-

dows are very ample, and so there’s this flow from rooms to

outdoors and outdoors to indoors that never ends,” she says.

ith such variety of views both inside

and outside her home, it’s no wonder

that Levine has trouble picking a fa-

vorite space. But that hasn’t stopped

her and her family from assigning

them affectionate monikers: in addition to Fifi, there’s

Fenway, a section of yard made of sod from Fenway Park,

and the Secret Garden, a sunken garden landscapers creat-

ed next to the new addition.

The house itself, thanks to its original owners, is known

as Happy Hollow, and as far as the Levines are concerned,

it lives up to the name. NEH

To see more of this home, tune in to NECN’s New England Dream House 
on Sunday, May 6, at 10 a.m. Host Beth Shelburne and Stacy Kunstel, homes
editor for New England Home, will take viewers on a tour of this home. The
show will also air May 6 at 7 p.m. and at 3:30 p.m. on May 7, 10, 15, 18 and 23.
You can also see the tour on www.nedreamhouse.com starting May 7.

For more about New England Home, visit www.nehomemag.com.NOTE

“The windows are very ample, and so there’s this flow from 
rooms to outdoors and outdoors to indoors that never ends.”

W

this page: intricate moldings designed by 
reck adorn the woodwork and ceiling of 
the master bedroom. right: the twin farms–
inspired four-season room, an enclosed porch
off the levines’ kitchen, breaks from the
home’s english garden theme with woodsy,
twig walls and a working grill.



RESOURCES
Architect: Andrew Reck, Oak Hill Architects, 
Weston, Mass., (781) 899-1530, www.oakhill
architects.com.
Interior designer: Keith Frederick, The Art of 
Design, Lawrence, Mass., (978) 423-6896.
Landscape architect: Gregory Lombardi Design,
Cambridge, Mass., (617) 492-2808, www.lombardi
design.com.
Windows and exterior French doors: Tischler 
und Sohn, Stamford, Conn., (800) 282-9911,
www.tischlerwindows.com.
Interior millwork: Anderson and McQuaid, 
Cambridge, Mass., (617) 876-3250, www.anderson
mcquaid.com.
Wood flooring: Schotten Hansen from Multa
Vista, Merrimack, N.H., (603) 262-9309.
Pages 176–179: Exterior paint custom blend by 
C2, trim Coconut by C2, shutters Stout by C2,
www.c2color.com; backyard Philadelphia bird-
feeder by Lazy Hill Farm, (800) 396-3566,
www.lazyhill.com.
Pages 180–181: Living room wall color custom
blend by C2; Christopher sofa from Stanford 
Furniture, Claremont, N.C., (828) 459-1992,
www.stanfordfurniture.com with Pansy fabric
from Gilman Enterprises and trims by Bailey and
Griffin; Mullins chair next to sofa from Stewart
Furniture, www.stewartfurniture.com, with Kravet
Couture fabric, Bethpage, N.Y., (516) 293-2000,
www.kravet. com; mirror and console table by
Niermann Weeks, Icon Group, Boston Design
Center, (617) 428-0655, www.niermannweeks.com;
floor lamp with lace and beaded shade and all
floral arrangements from Domain Home Furnish-
ings, www.domain-home.com; armchairs by E.J.
Victor, Morganton, N.C., (828) 437-1991,
www.ejvictor.com, with fabrics by Kravet from
Old World Weavers, Boston Design Center, (617)

357-5525, www.old worldweavers.com; window
treatments designed by Keith Frederick, fabricat-
ed by Maria’s Draperies, Newton, Mass., (617) 969-
4678, with fabric from Zimmans, Lynn, Mass., (781)
598-9432, www.zim mans.com; cocktail ottoman
from Taylor King, Taylorsville, N.C., (828) 632-7731,
www.taylorking.com, with Kravet fabric and trims,
Kravet Fabrics, Boston Design Center, (617) 428-
0370, www.kravet.com; Indo Sarouk carpet from
Dover Rug Company, Natick, Mass., (508) 651-
3500, and Hanover, Mass., (781) 826-0010,
www.doverrug.com.
Page 182: Kitchen saddle stools by Quackenbush
and Winkler, Los Angeles, (310) 652-6800,
www.quackenbush-winkler.com; Bentwood
kitchen cabinetry through Classic Cabinetry,
Stoneham, Mass., (781) 438-8020, www.classic
cabinetry.com; c.1760 antique Portuguese tile 
behind range from Solar Antique Tiles, New York
City, (212) 755-2403, www.solarantiquetiles.com;
Delft tile sink backsplash from Tile Showcase, 
Watertown, Mass., (617) 926-1100, Natick, Mass.,
(508) 655-8000, Boston Design Center, (617) 426-
6515, www.tileshowcase.com; ceiling color custom
blend by C2; blue and white check fabric in 
cabinets by Pindler and Pindler through Berkeley
House, Boston Design Center, (617) 451-6874,
www.pindler.com; Brazilian cherry counter by
Grothouse Lumber, Germansville, Pa., (877) 268-
5412; foyer wall color Buffed by C2; William and
Mary lowboy from Southwood Furniture, Hickory,
N.C., (828) 465-1776, www.southwoodfurn.com;
lamp on lowboy by Kathleen Caid at Antique
Artistry, Los Angeles, (213) 380-3379, www.antique
artistry.com; wing chairs and arm chair from Stan-
ford Furniture.
Page 183: Wall colors Jetsam and Lichen by C2
with color wash glaze by Gaspari’s Fine Wall Cov-
erings and Fabrics, Chelmsford, Mass., (508) 244-

0116; Tibetan patterned rug from Dover Rug Com-
pany; table designed by Keith Frederick, fabricated
by WES Designs, Tewksbury, Mass., (978) 851-1234,
with mother-of-pearl mosaic inlay from Lodestar
Statements in Stone, New York City, (212) 755-1818,
www.lodestarstone.com, and Florentine base by
Pacific Stonecraft, Apple Valley, Calif., (800) 736-
3314, www.pacificstonecraft.com; dining chairs
from Cabot House, www.cabothouse.com; 1930s
still life by Sally Cross from Sharon B. Jorgensen
Antiques, Boston Design Center, (617) 439-3933;
custom-made chandelier by Canopy Designs, 
Long Island City, N.Y., (718) 361-3040, www.canopy
designs.com; flower arrangement by Keith Freder-
ick, The Art of Design.
Page 184: Master bedroom wall covering by Nina
Campbell for Osbourne and Little, through The
Martin Group, Boston Design Center, (617) 951-
2526, www.martingroupinc.com; bed canopy and
drapes by Keith Frederick with Kravet Couture
fabric; Maine sea captain’s bed and bed step from
Leonards Antiques, Seekonk, Mass., (888) 336-
8585, www.leonardsdirect.com; dog paintings by
Christine Merrill from the William Secord Gallery,
New York City, (212) 249-0075, www.dogpainting.
com; English pastoral oil painting over bed from
William Secord Gallery; carpet from Williston
Weaves, Newton, Mass., (617) 969-5550.
Page 185: Birch and twig walls created by Don 
McCauley, Rustic Designs, (413) 221-6173, www.
rustic-designs.com; console table from Charleston
Gardens, Charleston, S.C., (800) 469-0118, www.
charlestongardens.com; antique model house on
table from Domain Furniture; wicker and rattan
furniture from Charleston Gardens; botanical tap-
estry slip covers of Zoffany fabric from The 
Martin Group; acorn pendant light from Meyda
Tiffany, Yorkville, N.Y., (800) 222-4009, www.
meydatiffany.com.




